
This Ideal Summer Resort

In 1919 the Summit
House hotel reported
its busiest season.
Its brochure boasted
“This ideal summer
resort is now open to
the public ... There
are now 14 sleeping
rooms ... an equip-
ment of modern

sanitary bathrooms and lavatories, with hot and cold
water, a spacious reception room and office, a large
dining hall, and all over an observatory from which in a
clear day Boston Harbor and Mt. Washington are clearly
discernable. In the reception and dining rooms are
broad fireplaces which dispel the cool mountain air of
late evenings and early mornings. A ten foot veranda
extends on three sides of the hotel from which one
gets the most diversified and beautiful of mountain
views. The house has a Modern Acetyline Gas Lighting
Plant ... and a Garage and Barn care for all Automobiles
and Teams.”

The Persistent History of the Summit House(s)

Many free interpretive
programs are offered
at Wachusett
Mountain State
Reservation. For
information about
them or our about
guided tours, please
call us at Wachusett
Mountain State
Reservation
(978) 464-2987.

W A C H U S E T T  M O U N T A I NA  C L O S E R  V I E W  O F

THE HOUSE

SUMMIT
at the

A House Well Remembered

Just as Wachusett Mountain Ski Area today touts
“Mountain skiing, minutes away,” The Summit
House stated to visitors, “It is fortunate such a place
is easily within reach by Auto, with Team, by
Railroad or Trolley, as by any of these methods one
may come handily to the
top . . . It is a delightful
experience to those who
are equal to mountain
climbing, and who wish
to enjoy a leisurely
tramp in the bracing
Mountain Air to make
the trip from Wachusett
Park to the top on foot
by the Old Indian Trail.” Postcards circa 1900 show
the lavish interior of the Summit House, the Balance
Rock standing alone in a treeless landscape and a
spacious “lunch pavilion” by the side of Mountain
Road, built on stilts which disappear into a steep
dropoff. Women in long skirts are pictured in dense
woods, pausing under a large trail sign.

A VACATIONING COUPLE POSE
AT THE BALANCE ROCK

There was in fact, not a single
Summit House, but three! The first
Summit House was a simple old
stone building which served candy
and cigars and W.G. Morse served
as proprietor.  In 1874 the
Wachusett Company added an

addition to the small stone building
that already stood there, a toll road,
a barn, and a bowling alley. The
Second Summit House was built in
1874 by Beaman & Sons and
brought as many as 30,000 a year
to the summit. it offered 30 rooms

with daily rates at $2.50. The last
Summit House opened in 1908
and offered the finest accommoda-
tions around, including modern
plumbing. It burned to the ground
on the 18th of December  of 1970.

THE SUMMIT HOUSE OF 1908


